Teat number is a discontinuous and often canalized trait in populations of domestic swine. This is the case in the Iberian pig where 90 p. 100 of individuals show 10 teats.
Ibérique.
I. Introduction
Teat number in pigs is a meristic trait that sometimes presents a distribution with positive kurtosis, i.e. an excess of values close to the mean. This poses methodological problems in the estimation of genetic parameters similar to those of dichotomous traits.
The main objective of the present work is to obtain heritability estimates of teat number in 3 populations of Iberian pig by means of conventional methods of correlation and regression between relatives and also by specific methods of estimation for discrete traits (D EMPSTER & L ERNER , 1950; T ALLIS , 1962 ; G IANOLA , 1979 ; GIANOLA & NORTON, 1981) .
Conventional methods estimate the heritability of the trait in the measured scale. Other methods assume the existence of an underlying normally distributed random variable which results in a discontinuous distribution of observed phenotypes due to several threshold values. With these methods heritability estimates in the underlying scale can be obtained.
II. Material and methods
The data come from the experimental herd of Iberian pig of « EI Dehes6n del Encinar » (Oropesa, Toledo) whose origin, characteristics and management conditions have been previously described (O DRIOZOLA , 1976 ; D OBAO et al., 1982 and .
In relation to the present work it must be pointed out that teat number, examined at 21 days of age, is one of the traits routinely recorded from piglets born in the herd. In general, the individuals with a teat number less than 10 have been excluded from breeding. The mating system in the 3 closed strains of the herd has not been designed to optimize the estimation of genetic parameters. 
